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But the reaction from the " agony and bloody
sweat of intellectual travail," the troubles and
griefs of the past year, and the ceaseless worry
about money, all told injuriously on his physical
state. He had to be constantly away from his
home, up in town, on business; and his thoughts
turned longingly again towards Italy. Byron had
signified his consent to receive and provide for
his daughter, subject to certain stringent con-
ditions, chief among which was the child's
complete separation from its mother, from the
time it passed into his keeping. In writing to
him on 24th September, Shelley adverts to his
own wish to winter at Pisa, and the possibility in
this case of his being himself Alba's escort to
Italy.

" Now, dearest, let me talk to you," he writes to Mary.
" I think we ought to go to Italy. I think my health might
receive a renovation there, for want of which perhaps I should
never entirely overcome that state of diseased action which
is so painful to my beloved. I think Alba ought to be with
her father. This is a thing of incredible importance to the
happiness, perhaps, of' many human beings. It might be
managed without our going there. Yes; but not without an
expense which would, in fact, suffice to settle us comfortably in
a spot where I might be regaining that health which you con-
sider so valuable. It is valuable to you, my own dearest. I
see too plainly that you will never be quite happy till I am
well. Of myself I do not speak, for I feel only for you.

He goes on to discuss the practicability of the
plan from the financial point of view, calculating